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through the dam which Bilkis had constructed for them, and by which she kept in the water, having left orifices according to the wants of the inhabitants ; or else it is a high bank, founded as a dam; in which last case it is the plural of i^c, which means heaped up stones ; it is also said to be the name of the valley from which the torrent came. These discordant opinions conduce to the belief that ^ was a word of the language of Yemen, the meaning of which was not understood by Koraysh. It is, however, the prevalent opinion among the learned that +^ means a dyke, and to this the analogy of the Hebrew lends weight. In the song of Moses, Exodus xv. 8, it is said Unj^ D'ft. For na^i?, a heap, see Cant. vii. 3 ; and Ruth iii. 7.
Of the epoch of the bursting of the dyke of Marib it is impossible to speak with accuracy. It took place probably more than a century after the birth of Christ. Marib is mentioned by Pliny as a flourishing city in his time ; and-even Bayclawi, with all his orthodox respect for tradition, admits that the calamity occurred between the time of Christ and Mohammed. Other writers also speak of it as having occurred in the *yjJ, a name applied pre-eminently to this period. De Sacy, reviewing the various narratives and genealogies, places it between 150 and 170 A.D. M. Caussin de Perceval, Essai, I. 87, inclines to a somewhat earlier epoch, the beginning of the second century. But respecting the emigration which took place we are in less doubt. The tradition related by Mas'udi is that 'Amran, the diviner, indicated the direction that each family should take according to its strength and courage. Those who followed *Amr Muzayklya himself journeyed to the land of Akk, which is on the sea coast in the northern part of Yemen, and were received hospitably by the tribes. Here they established themselves, according to Maseudi, near a pool called Ghass&n, from which they afterwards took their name; and here *Amr died. He was succeeded by his son Tha'labeh, in whose time, or soon after it, the emigrants, who were called from their ancestor the Benu Azd, came into the district of Mecca, and either destroyed or greatly reduced the power of Jorhom. Some